If there be war with
Spain the best history of
it, [rem week to week,
will be found in THE
NATIONAL TRIBUNE.
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NEW SHIPS FOR OUR NAVY.

Launching of the Kearsarge and the Kentucky at Newport News, Va., March 24, 1898.

(The illustrations of the battleships are from photographs taken by THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE artist.)
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are very muech more
determined uron v ar
than the Adminisira-

AWEEK NERRER WAR. |

tion, and stronglv dis-
satisfied that the
| Presidemt  does  not |

| assuma i firmer, more

Preparations for the Struggle acumo’: nrmer
Have Gone on With Unabated | ;';;;;;E;_Liiiiv:'uium '
Activity.

The President, who

is nothing if not a

?ki.'.'lm [u;li:ic-i:m. has

e e Leen sending out what

Th P d t Ma_k N b r Of the French call I;,_]l-

e resiaen s a4 Numbe lons d'essai " — {rial

: > -  balloons—to see which

Tentatives to Test Public Sentiment. way the wind is hlow-

Feeling Universal That the Time Has | o5, ;"ioririions. in
Arrived for Decisive Action—No
Patience With Dilatory, Temporizing
Propositions— Arrival of the Report

of the Board of Inquiry—Its Recep- j 1

. | indignant rejection by

tion by Congress—An Important ! ihe jeople. 1hes fec

. | that the domination of

Mecting of Party Leaders at the | < i " n %y form is 4
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mediation, another
[tral of autonomy,
maodified Spanishrule,
indemnity, armistice,
e¢te., have been given
|out, only to be met
(with immediate and

. relic of cruel bertar-
White Honse, ism, and that there is
i but one wav to deal

with it, and that is o

The past week has been one of feverish
anrest among the people. Preparations
for active hostilit es have gone on with the
greatest nerve has been |
strained 10 put in a proper
condition [or defense, 1o increase the Army
and Navy's personnel, to add 10 the num-
ber of our fighting ships, #nd to put them |

end il at ongce and de-
cisively, They are
weary of the cireumlo-
cutions G :‘1:.!“ niacy.
Straightfaward and
direet themselves in
all the business of life,
they hiave no patience
with the torfuous ways

activity. Every

our seacoast

: : d plomacy. ‘Their
he best share for active wark. of = '
into 1 g.lu'- r-.x.q(' or aclive 1'1s ‘ clear ** horse-sense *’
At this date 1t is altogether ulu-l}‘ that makes them under-
our Jong sesboard has been made reason-igiand that Spain is

onls fighting for vme,
and wanting to amuse
us till our ndignation
is couled, and we have
beconie engrossed with
other matters.

ably secure [rom attack, and our important
cities absolutely so. Our ships have been
conceniraied into the best strategic posi
tions, and their number greatly increased.
Our arents abrozd have succeeded in actu-

ally buying but two battleships, one of

REPORT OF THE BOAED.

which is on its way to the Uniled States, E

. . . L4 " ! 'l
and wiil shortly be in active service in one | lhe report of the
of our fleets. Some needed torpedo boats Board of Inguiry was

transmitied by the
"Tresident to Conpross
last Monday, accom
panied by a message

a large

capalle

boueht abroad, and

vachts and other eralt

have leen

number of

of being readily converted Into war vessels

have been bonrht ot home, and are being | winch was SCVETE -
idly fitied for their new purpose. !tll-..'*pl.ua'.r;llllt-!.f tir the t:”““"f . whieh ex-
@piai] - q pected a much more deecisive utteranes,
These will prove very valuable. A large The ferling was so strons: that the
portion o the Spanish navy consists of | President was speedily madde aware ol
very light  gunloats, emploved sround and at once summoned '.u.'-lll‘ White
Cuba. Our new acquisitions will be very II.,ulav for conference a number ol "!:r‘l.
useful in bunting these down and getling l._"”l“t_" I”:;” - I-h"“ -.imTh ”"‘““ \"|'-.'lf, ]
. represenung all divisions ot peltica
rid of them. The Spanish appear at their opinions of these visitor, diplomatieally
best in light, small, worrving rawds, and we | inflormed the President that the messace

had been disappointing and had been re-
t parded lactine n th. There
| secme ! 1o be no doubt
DONE. ress would wait a :l;-_\ aor two for the ’resi-

dent o lormulate his ;--:11"\.' b tore 1-[[\.11’11.;

need 1o Le fully prepared to meel them in
this way.
WANT

All this ach

ias sireng

SOMETHING DECISIVE

vity and purposefulness have

the matter in itts own hands,
not teen suflicient (o meet public expecta So thorourhly was the PPresident made
tions, ‘1he ]it-»;r'l'itll' lf"'ili'i"f_\ tired of ;.‘:.u,"u:mf \\;'I‘h the situation in Congress
the lone delay in bringineg matiers foan that he Bnally decided to .o.h.'.rh' m his
1Issue willy &y and their ullerances are ichion ol s nding iy on Tuesday I.”-L'
= - proposed messape on Cuban relicf It wiil
berinnine 1o be overswhelming for an end not be transmitted for o day or two, during

w Le made w the w hole business. 1They { which time the President hopes that the
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however, that Con- b

i

more

The

Stage.
su to be withheld for

Tne Lav

| present excited siate of feeling will reach a
trectale
t-.‘,nli‘l!"nt‘l‘ 1 il
present at least
’'resident
informed that

COrre=-
the

The Culban

has bLoeon
he sends in o messace

“‘lli"f] propaoses nothing more than an ap
 propriation for the relief of the Cubans, jt
will be Ilﬂl}‘l.’\.‘sil![t' to hold Conrress from

actinz on its own responsibilily.

I'nless

he assumes a firm and vicorous tone some
::r:l--ndn_u‘nl will be added to the resolation
appropnating the 8500 000, and the recos

nition of independenee will

be the least

form of intenvention that will be proposed.
Senalor Il’lr.'lkl'.' will oflfer a resolution in
the Senate recornizing the independence

of Cuba, and the Senate

Conmmitiee on

Foreign Relations is ready to act upon this
or some more radical praposition.

NO

IISE

FOR

AN AUMISTICE.

The 1resident discussed with'all of his

e e smah

visitors the scheme of
armistice which the Span
ish Government, throurh
Minister Woodford, is now
endeavoring to have him
aceept. He was (old, how-
ever, that it would be
futile (o attempt any ne-
Eotiivion with Spain that
did not meet the approval
of  the insurrents, and
that they would not be
satisfied with anything
less than  complete and
absolute ind pendence.
The President was also
told that Congress would
not accepl any proposition
that did not immediately
demand Spain’s abandon-
ment of the present con-
centration poliey, and to
this the I'resident aequi-
esced, saying that he, too,
would like to see it ended,
Regarding the armistice,
the President was inform
ed that it would be regard-
ed throughout the eountry
as direct aid to the Span-
Ish cause, inasmach as it
would allow Spain to con-
Centrate her fleets around
the island and, by pre-

emphaticaldy

ey T
i

Y Y ek

V- B
|

T

NCHINO—TARE KENTUCRKY ENTERING THE WaTER.

ventuing armsdnd supphies from reaching
the insurgents, enable her toreduce the in-
surgent force by a system of starvalion
more extended than that applied by Weyler
to the peaceful inhabi ants.

SPAIN'S ATTITUDE.

The Spaniards have been playing a very |

shrewd diplomatic game. While talking

reforms and peace and what they propose !
to do for Cuba. they age, on the other hand, |
L surmng up

ublic sentiment arainst as,

making a show of getting ready for war,

and hunting through Earope for allies, In
the latter they have been grievously dis-
appointed. No one will: promise the least
active assistance, and
will rive any show of even moral support,
Little as the Germans, the I'reneh, the
Austrians or the ltalians may like us, or
like to see as gobble up Cuba, they have
an acute pereeption of the advantages of
uninterrapted trade wilh our profitable
markets, and profoand respect for  the
pover we are gble to wield by land and
sea. France, fromwhom Spain expected
very much, states that the atmost that
can be icoked jor from her is an offer of
mediation. The Pope makes the same
offer, :
The report of our Board of Inqairy and
the undeniable accounts of the barbari-
ties committed in Cuba by the Spanish
policy put the righfs of the business so
clearly and strongly on our side as to be
very deterring to Ewropean sympathies.
H;min fecls very hopeless, helpless and
alone,
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REPORT OF BOARD OF INQUIRY.

Fixes No Respopsibitlty, but Says Maine was
I)estruyedj by » Submarine Mine,

The report of the Board of Inquiry on the
Muine disaster reached Washington on the
nicht of March24. Lieutenant-Commander
Marix, Judge-Advocateof the Board, had it
in charge. He was accompanied by Lieut.
John Hood, Lieut. C. W. Jungen, Passed
Assistant Engineer F. A. Bowers, Cadet
Amon F. Boyd, Assistant Enzineer J. R.
Morris, and Carpenter G. M. Helm. It was
handed to the President on Friday morning
and considered by the Cabinet,

!
scarcely anyone |

|

”

When President MeKinley on Monday
sent to Congress the report of the Doard
i was  gecompanied by the festimons

i and a srecial message, in which the Presi-
dent
coimnected with the sending of the Maing
to Havana, her destruction, and the effeci
of the ealamity upon the people. He gives
| the e¢neclusions of the Board, but does
not place the responsibility. He concludes:
“1 have directed that the finding of the

| Court of Inquiry and the views of this
| Governmenl thereon he communicated to

| Rezent, and | do not permit myself to coubt

| that the sense of justice of the Spanish '

Nation will diciate a course of action sugz
gesied by honor and. the friendly relations
of the two Governments. 1t will be

gress of the result, and inthe meantime de-
liberate consideration is invoked."'

The message was referred in both houses
to the committees appointed to consider
foreien affairs. The House adjourned;
Senator Money addressed the Senale on
Cuba.

TEXT OF THE REPORT.

The report of the Board of Inquiry is as
fl.l”llw."i:

In re Explosion of the U. S. B. S. Maine.

Before a Court of Inquiry, Key West,
Florid:a.

U. S, S, I0WA, 1st Rate, Key West, Flor-
ida, Monday, March 21, 1588,

After full and mature consideration of all
the testimony before il, the Court finds as
follows:

1. That the United States
Maine arrived in the harbor of Havana,
Cuba, on the 25th day of Janaary, 1508,
and was taken to Buoy No. 4, in from five
and a half to six fathoms of water, by the
recular Government Pilot.

The United States Consul-General al Ha-
vana had notified the authorities at thalt
pliaee, the previous evening, of the intended
arrival of the Maine.

2. The state of discipline on board the
Maine was excellent; and all orders and
regulittions in regard to the care and safe-
Ly of the ship were strielly carried out.

All ammunition was stowed in accord-
ance with preseribed instructions, and

battleship

simply reviews the circumstances !

| the Government of Her Ma'esty, the Queen |

the |
duty of the Exccutive to advise the Con- |

proper care was taken whenever ammuni-
tion was handled. :

j |

-

Tk KEARSARGE AFTEER LAUNCHING.

Nothing was stowed
in any ene of the mag-
azines or shell roems
which was not pesmit
ted to be stowed there.

The
shell rooms were
ways locked after hav-
ing been opened; and
after the destruction
of he Maine the keys
were found in their
proper plaee in the
Caplain’s ecahin, ev-
erything having been
reported seeure that
evenine at & p. m.

The temperatares of
the maeazines and
shell rooms were
taken daily and re-
poried. The only mag
azine which had an
undue amount of heat

was the after 10 inch
maenzine, and that
did not explode at the
time the AMaine was
d('hl"u_\'l-(l,

The torpedo  war
heads were all stowed
in the after part of
the ship under the
ward room, and
neither caused " nor
participatea 10 the
destraction of the

Alaine.
The dry run-coiton
primmers and detona
tors were stowed In
the cabin aft and re
mote from the scene of
the explosion.
Waste was earelt

| :I'}'
Jooked zfter on 1w

ard

The medieal stores
were stowed aft under

the ward room and re

last 1 mote from the scene of the explosion.,

| were

sStore

No dangerous stores of any Kind
in any of the other

! stowed
, Tooms,
The ol

lu':u-‘.'.

Lunkers were inspecled daily.

Of those bunkers adiacent (o Ti‘-_" forward
magazines end shell reoms, four were |
emply; namely, "B 3, “B 4, "B 57" “B6.
“A 157 had heen in use that dag and “A
| 16" was full of New River conl. This coal
' had been carciully ill'-llt'q‘l"li Lefore re
L eeivine it on board. The bunker in which
it was stowed was aceessible on  three

sides at all times, and the fourth side at

this time on a2ecount of bunkers “B 47" and
“I% 6 beine empiy. This bunker, "A 16,
had been inspected that day by the en

gineer oflicer on duty.

The fire alarms in the bunkers were
workine order
case of spontancous combustion of coul on
board the AMaine.

in

The two alter boilers of the ship were in

use at the time of the disaster, butl for
auxiliary purposes only, with a compara-
tively low pressure of steam, and bieing
tended by a relinble wateh. These botlers

could not have caxused the explosion of the |

A
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magrazines and |

al- |

the AMaine to obviate
danver. Special orders
in regard to this haed |
becin siven Iy the com
manding ollicer.
Vamnishes,  dryers, |
ﬂIl'Hi-"! ‘ll'Hi other con
bustibles of this na
ture were stowed on
or above the mam
deck. and eould not
have had anything
do with the destruc
tion oi the Mame.

and there had never been o |

To learn how the United
States make war read
Headley's “Great Rebels
lion." See 12th page (Sup.
plement),
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| been found by the divers, and are in a faig

i condition.

{ On the night of the destruction of the

| Maine everything had been reported secure

| for the night, at 8 p. m., by reliable per-
sons, through the proper authorities, to the
commanding eofficer. At the time the

Maine was destroyed the ship was quiet,

and therefore least liable to accident caused

by movements from those on keard,
3..The destruction: of the Maine cccurred
at 940 p. m. on the 15th day of February,

; 189%, in the barbor of Havana, Cuba, she

| being at the time moored to the same buoy

! to which she had been taken upon her ar-

t rival.

| There were two explosions of a distinetly

i different character, with a very short but
distincet interval between them, and the
forward part of the ship was lifted to a

| marked degree at the time of the first ex-

! p‘ll.‘\inn.

{ The first explosion was more in the na-
ture of o report, like that of a eun; while
the second explosion was more open, pro-

' loneed, and of greater volume. This see-
ond explosion was, in the opinion of the
Court, caused by the partial explosion of

| two or more of the forward magazines of
the Maine,

| 4. The evidenee bearine upon (his, being
| principally ebtained from divers, did net
| enable the eourt to form a definite econ-

clusion as to the condition of the wreek,
| althoueh it was established that the after
part of the ship was practically intact, nnd
sank in that condition a very few minutes
| after the destruction of the forward part.
The following factis in regard to the for-
| ward part of the ship are, however, estabe
listed b¥ the testimony
That portion of the port side of the pro-
ccetive deck which extends from about
{ Frame 30 to about Frame 11 was blown up,

| aft, and over to port. The main deck from
{ about Frame 30 to about Frame 41 was
Llown up, ait, and slichtly over *o star-

| board, folding the forward part of the middle
supérstructure over and on top of the after
| part.
This was, in the opinion of the Court,
caused by the partial explosion of two or

| more of the forward macazines of the
| Maine. -
r 5. At Frame 17, the outer shell of the

ship. from a point 11!% ieet from the mid-
ol the ship, and six feet above the
keel when in its normal position, has been
| foreed up so as 16 be now about four feet
[ above the suriace of the water; therefore,
j about 3 feet above where it would be had
| the ship sunk uniniured.

|

{ The outside bottom plating is bent inte
| areversed V shape, the after wing of which,
about 15 feet broad and 32 feet in lencth
| tfrom frame 17 irame 25) doubled
i back upon itself against the continuation
| of the same piating extending forward.

r A\t Frame 15 the vertieal keel is broken
in two, and the tlat keel bent into an angle
| similar to the anele formed by the outside
{ bottom plating, This break 1s now about
six feet below the surface of the water,
and about 20 feet above its nermal posi-

Liomn,

In the opinion of the Court. this effect

[ could have been produced only by the ex-
| plosion of a mine situated under the bot-
tom of the ship at abtout Frame 18, and
somew hat on the port side of the ship.

. The Court finds that the loss of the
AMaine, on the occasion named, was not in
any respect due to fault or neglivence on

[ the part of any of the officers or members
| of the crew of said vessel.

7. In the opinion of the Court the Maine
| was destroyed by the explosion of 2 sub-
| marine mint, which caused the partial ex-
I plosion of two or more of ber forward maga-
| zZines,

8. The Coart has been unahle to obtain

o is

ship. The four forward boilers have since I evidence fixing the responsibility for the

TaE OLD KEARSARGE AS

SHE APPEARED IN 1864




